RVJUL  DISTRICT  OR  \hTL\na^ 


Ii-torim  Annual  Modical  Roport  for  tho  year  1940 


Ministry  of  HaaltU  Circular  No. 2314  directs  that  annual 
reports  for  1940  sliould  be  interim  ones  and 
confined  to  "essential  and  urgent  matters".  This 
report  is  therefore  in  the  fom  of  a  summary  of  the  more 
important  information. 

1.  STATISTICS 

The  rateable  value  at  December  31st,  1940^  v/as  £34001. 
There  were  1337  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1940. 
Product  of  a  Id  i^ata  £135.  8s.  7d, 

The  population  figure  supplied  by  the  Rogistrar-Ceneral 
is  5057,  but  thn  estimated  population  at  the  end  of 
1940  was  6,000.  Ttio  former  figure  has  boon  taken  as 
being  the  papulation  for  purposes  of  calculation.  The 
sudden  increase  in  the  population  was  due  chiefly  to  the 
largo  number  of  people  who  evacuated  themselves  to  this 
plao^  when  air  raids  on  London  began  ir.  the  Autumn  of  1940. 


Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population, . 14.4 
Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and 

still  births. . 28.0 

X  Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population...  9,68 

X  This  figure  is  calculated  by  multiplying  the  crude 

death-rate  by . . . .0,98 

Death-rates  of  infants  under  one  year  of 

All  infants  per  1, 06^0  live  births ,^7 .0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

logitimato  live  births, . 27,0. 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illogitimato  live  births. .Nil 

Two  deaths  occurred  of  infants  under  one  year  of  ago  of 
which  one  may  bo  at^+Adbutod  to  prematurity  and  one  to 
pneumonia. 

73  Live  birtha  occurred  during  the  year. 

8  deaths  occurred  due  to  Cancer, 
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2 .  ’^wgCTIOlB  DISSASKS 

1^3  f ollov;-?ng  oases  were  notified  during  the 

Diphtheria . .  6 

Scarlet  Fever . .  5 

German  Measles . . 2 

Vfcocping  cough. . "  Nil 

Others..,. . 3 

Tuberoulos  is . . .  4 

Cancer,. . .  . . 2 

With  the  exceptior  of  an  epideraio  of  measles 
school  ohildron  has  been  satisfactory. 


year:- 


Chicken  pcx 
Scabies 


the  health  of 


.DIHi’fKEDlA  IFCClhLATION  _ 

133  children  of  schooi  ~age  have  been  inoculated  against 
diphtheria  during  the  year. 

^  >  drainage  ,  SBvERaGE  AND  S5Wa.GB  DISPQSAjL 

Sircumstandos  remain  unchanged  since  the  last  report. 

The  Council  have  received  numerous  appeals  and  petitions 
from  residents  in  the  unsewored  portions  of  the  Parish  of 
Welwyn,  complaining  of  cost  and  difficulty  in  connection 
with  cesspool  emptying  ov/ing  to  the  increased  amount  of 
sewage  oocasionad  by  the  evacuee  population*  At  the  end 
of  the  year  the  possibility  of  purchasing  a  cesspool 
emptier  and  undertaking  cesspool  etapying  v/as  receiving 
serious  consideration  of  the  Council. 


The  average  daily  flow  of  sewage  at  Welwyn  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  throughout  the  year  was  93,366  gallons.  The  lowest 
daily  flow  was  66,000  gallons  on  five  separate  days, 
in  September  and  December  when  there  was  no  rain.  The 
highest  daily  flow  was  268,000  gallons  on  13th  November, 1940, 
on  which  day  there  was  a  fall  of  1.33  inches  of  rain. 

5>H0IBING 

.(a  )^9W  lie  uses 

!^our  new  houses  wore  built  during  the  year,  all  by 
private  persons. 


(b )Inspection  of  dv/elling  houses  ijinder  Housing  ActB&cy  , 

S'umbar  of  dwellings  inspected. .  . . . . . .  . .  .9 

”  visits  for  purpose,. . 15 

”  ”  Included  above,  recorded,.! 

^  dwellings  found  to  be  unfit  Nil"  ' 
found  not  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit . . . . . . .6 


tt 

t» 

tt 

tt 
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i’ormal  notices  to  repair . . . Nil 

Number  rendered  fit  following  service  of 

notice, . . .  1  (notice 

served  last 
year) 

Number  rendered  fit  following  informal 

action,  . . 6 

(c ) Overcrowding 

Numb  0  r  of  b  o Us  a  s  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  3 

Number  of  families  thereino.... . . . 3 

Number  of  persons  dv/elling  therein . 29 

Number  of  now  cases  during  the  year . ,Nil 

Number  of  cases  relieved  during  the  year.,,.l 
Number  of  persons  concerned  in  last 4 

6,SVACUAriON 

'i’iie  l^ural  District  is  a  reception  area.  V/ith*the  excoption 


of  an  outbreak  of  measles  and  scabies  the  health  of  the 
evacuees  has  been  good. 


’i'ith  a  vl¥v/  to  v\rar  "tiiae  economy  tne  'Counol.'l  issued  in 
J.wly  a  notice  prohibiting  the  use  of  garden  hoses.  In 
spite  of  this  and  strict  supervision  the  consumption  of 
water  throughout  the  year  remained  steadily  above  normal, 

■rhis  would  easily  be  accounted  for  by  the  considerable 
increase  in  resident  population  arising  out  of  the 
Government  Evacuation  Scheme  ,  In  August  the  Council 
received  from  the  liiinistry  of  Health  Circular  2086A  instructing 
them  to  proceed  at  once  with  the  continuous  chlorination 
of  all  public  water  supplies*  At  the  close  of  the  year 
arrangements  were  v/ell  in  hand  for  the  installation  of 
chlorinating  plants  at  V7elv73^n  V;at0rv7orks  and  at  VJelwyn 
Garden  City  Waterworks,  the  latter  on  a  site  leased  by 
Welwyn  Garden  City  Urban  District  Council  to  the  Council 
for  treating  separately  the  water  supplied  to  Welwyn 
Rural  Distri'Ct. 

In  November  V/elv/yn  Garden  City  Urban  District  Council 
asked  Welwyn  Rural  District  Council  to  reduce  as  far  as 
|)ossibl0  their  demand  upon  VJelwyn  Garden  City  Y/aterworks 
and  accordingly  the  supply  to  Welwyn  Reservol]^  from  Vielwyn 
v.'aterworks  was  commenced  6n  16th  November,  In  response  to 
further  appeals  for  reduction  in  'demand  the  Council  consulted 
Messrs  D. Balfour  &  Son  as  to  the  possibility  of  increase 
the  output  from  YJeiwyn  Waterv/orks,  This  proposal  was 
receiving  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year* 

R^^gular  monthly  samples  of  the  public  supplies  were  submitted 
for  analysis  and  v/ere  consistently  satisfactory  throughout 
the  year. 


Ihe  average  weekly  quantity  taken  from  V^elwyn  Garden 
City  v'^aterworks  throughout  the  year  v/as  1,103^000 
gallons.  The  average  for  the  first  ton  months  (when 
full  supply  was  haing  taken)  was  1,348,000  gallons. 

The  weekly  average  produced  at  Welv/yn  V/aterworks  increased 
from  86,000  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  530,000 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

( ^  )3^ublic  cleansinA«  refuse  collect  ion. disposal  and  salvage. 
iTweekly  oolle'ction  has”, ~  as  in  previous  years,  been 
the  rule  but  it  has  been  found  extremely  difficult  to 
maintain  a  regular  and  punctual  service  owing  to  a  ' 
combination  of  circumstances  arising  out  of  the  war 
including  the  following 

(i)  Changes  of  personnel  and  great  difficulty  in 
replacing  losses. 

(ii)  Only  one  worn  out  vehicle  available.  This  has 
been  subject  to  constantly  recurring  breakdowns 
causing  prolonged  delays.  The  Contractor  has  been 
unable  to  s  eoure  a  replacoraent. 

(iii)  Increase  of  population  (nearly  SOfo)  has  occasioned 
a  considerable  increase  in  the  amount  of  refuse 
to  be  collected,  without  increased  facilities  for 
carrying  out  the  work, 

(iv)The  separate  collection  of  salvage,  started  in 
April, "has  entailed  a  vast  am<  unt  of  extra  work 
for  the  men  concerned.  This  v/ork  would  be 
greatly  reduced  and  the  value  of  the  collection 
greatly  increase  if  househo3,ders  could  be 
persuaded  to  take  more  care  in  keeping  different  • 
kinds  of  refuse  separate.  Several  accidents 
occurred  through  broken  glass  and  metal  being 
handed  to  the  Collectors  in  parcels  of  paper* 

Much,  time  and  labour  which  could  be  saved,  is 
being  expended  upon  the  sorting  of  sal-wage,  ^ 
particularly  paper.  Costs  of  handling  and 
transport  would  be  further  reduced  if  householders 
would  flatten  all  tins. 


8*  SANITARY  INSPEC^^lON  OF  THE  AREA 

Premises  visited..,,,, . ,81 

Number  of  visits  to  samo,,**^l 


Nature  of  inspectbn  Premises,  Visits, 

or  purpose  of 
vis  it. 


Slaughter  houses . ,.,2% . 

Dairies  and  Milk  sampling,. 23 . . 

Food  and  Drugs  Act . . 1, . 

Defective  drains . 2.,. . 

Defective  closet  accomm: • . , .5 . . 

Overflowing  cesspools  &c, , .18, . 

Ashpits  • ,  . . 1 . . . .  • . 

Dampness,, . . * . .  1,  • 

Flooding  of  premises, . 1 

V/at  er  supply  . . . . 1 . 

Nursing  Eome(special  report)! . . 

Infectious  Diseases, ......  .23 . . 

Camps  . ,.,,2. 


.2 

33 

1 

3 

6 

22 

1 

.2 

.2 

.2 

.1 

33 

.3 


81  111 


9*  ^INFAIX 

*rhe  tetal  rainfall  recorded  at  V/alwyn 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  during  the  year  was  26.585  ” 
which  was  1,469”  be3.ow  the  average  for  the  “previous 
five  years.  There  was  a  measurable' fall  of  rain 
ote'  160  separate -dai^c.  The  heaviest  daily  fall  was  1,33 
on  13/11/40.  The  wettest  month  was  November  with  • 
7,15”  and  the  driest  August  with  only  0.15”,  Tlio 
average  rainfall  for. the  previous  five  years  was  26.525 


